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- The Guest of Honour, Honourable Engineer Isaack Aloyce Kamwelwe (MP), Minister of Works, 

Transport and Communications of the United Republic of Tanzania and personal representative of 

the President of the United Republic of Tanzania, His Excellency Dr. John Pombe Joseph 

Magufuli; 

- The Vice-Chairman of the PAPU Plenipotentiary Conference;  

- The Honourable Ministers in charge of postal services in Africa; 

- The Director General of the Universal Postal Union, Ambassador Bishar Abdirrahman Hussein;  

- Your Excellencies, Ambassadors, High Commissioners and Heads and/or representatives of 

International Organizations based in Tanzania; 

- The representative of the African Union Commission, Mr. Cheikh Bedda, Director of Infrastructure 

and Energy; 

-  

- The Chairman of the PAPU Administrative Council; 

- Heads of Delegations of PAPU Member States; 

- Heads of Delegations of friendly countries and partner organizations (especially ATU, AFRAA, 

IFAD…); 

- Former Secretaries General of PAPU and their representatives; 

- Dear Participants; 

- Invited Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

- All protocol observed; 

I would like to start my remarks by expressing my sincere gratitude to all PAPU Member States for bestowing on 

me the great honour and privilege to lead our Union as Secretary General since 2012. Your trust and unwavering 

support during the last eight years have undoubtedly enabled Africa’s postal sector to make a quantum leap 

towards improving the quality of its services.  

I am immensely indebted to each and every one of you and would like to take this opportunity to re-assure you 

that I will continue to discharge my duties with commitment and dedication until I handover the mantle to my 

successor later this year. 
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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

It is my great pleasure and privilege to address this August Assembly on this very special day, the 18th of January 

2020, as we commemorate the day when our Union was founded in this charming and quiet city of Arusha, 

headquarters of our Union and fondly nicknamed “the Geneva of Africa”. 

It is with profound joy and pride that we celebrate the 2020 Pan African Post Day, a historic day indeed to be 

commemorated with pomp and circumstance, as PAPU marks its 40th anniversary. Forty years in the life of an 

individual or an organization is neither an ordinary event, nor a mere statistic.  

For the African Postal Fraternity, it represents enduring memories of challenges and opportunities; hope and 

growth; underpinned by great promise and driven by an unshakeable determination to succeed. Just as we did 

during the 30th Anniversary, it is against this background that we mark this 40th Anniversary by organizing a 

memorable celebration under the theme: “The Post: A veritable partner for financial inclusion and regional 

integration”.  

To all our partners, friends and well-wishers who have honoured us with their presence, I would like to 

wholeheartedly wish you the traditional “Karibu sana jiji la Arusha”, “Bienvenue à Arusha”, “Mar’haban”, “Bem-

vindo”… Welcome to Arusha! 

On this very solemn occasion, I would like to convey my deepest respect and profound gratitude to the President 

of the United Republic of Tanzania, His Excellency Dr. John Pombe Joseph Magufuli for kindly allowing this event 

to be held under his esteemed and reassuring patronage.  

This highly symbolic gesture – which unequivocally demonstrates a strong political commitment at the highest 

echelons of government – is yet another testament to the invaluable contribution the government and the people 

of Tanzania continue to make towards the development of postal services in Africa, by enabling our continental 

postal body to effectively fulfill its mandate.   

Indeed, the invaluable support PAPU continues to enjoy from the highest authority in our host country is a 

befitting tribute to his illustrious predecessors – the Heads of State and Government of the then Organization of 

African Unity (OAU) – whose visionary leadership planted the seed for the establishment of a continental body to 

spearhead the development of postal services, way back in 1977 in Libreville (Gabon).  

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen; 
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As you may recall, the United Republic of Tanzania did not hesitate to host the Union’s headquarters, thus taking 

on the associated host country responsibilities, including successfully hosting events such as this one.  

Our Guest of Honour and personal representative of the Head of State, permit me to emphasize very strongly 

that at PAPU, we highly appreciate the support, hospitality and fraternity we receive from the Government and the 

people of Tanzania.  

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

At this juncture, I wish to specially salute the Ministers in charge of postal services, who have honored us today 

with their presence. By so doing, you are clearly sending a strong signal of support for postal development in 

Africa through the Pan African Postal Union. As you are aware, the top organ of our Union’s is the Plenipotentiary 

Conference which consists of Ministers responsible for postal Affairs and meets every four years. Together with 

the Administrative Council, the Plenipotentiary Conference has fulfilled its mandate by providing the General 

Secretariat with commendable support and leadership over the last 40 years.  

Furthermore, we wish to recognize the significant and enduring leadership role played by our mother organization, 

the African Union Commission. The presence of the Director of Infrastructure and Energy here today clearly 

demonstrates the importance the AU attaches to postal development on the continent. 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

As the Secretary General at this particular point in the history of our Union, this 40th anniversary is a singular 

opportunity for me to pay a special tribute to my illustrious predecessors for their invaluable contributions to the 

sector over the years.  

On the behalf of the African Postal Fraternity, permit me to express our wholehearted appreciation to: 

- Mr. Edouard Madingou (of blessed memory) from Congo Republic, our pioneer Secretary General who 

spent barely two years at the helm of the Union (1980 to 1982) and had to resign due to ill-health;  

- Mr. Amoussou Comlanvi from Togo (1984 to 1992);  

- Mr. Gezaheghne Gebrewold (of blessed memory) from Ethiopia (1992 to 2000);  

- Mr. Jilani Ben Haddada from Tunisia (2000 to 2008); and 

- Mrs. Rodah Awinja Masaviru from Kenya (2008-2012), who is here today. 

Some of them are present among us today, while although others could not make it due to circumstances beyond 

their control. Sadly, two of our valiant servants, namely Mr. Madingou (whose daughter is here today) and Mr. 

Gebrewold have already the gone to meet their Maker. In a spirit of respect and recognition, I would invite you to 
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rise up, not to observe the traditional minute of silence, but instead salute the memory of these heroes with a 

thunderous round of applause.  

Your Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

I would like at this moment to focus briefly on this day’s theme.  As you are aware, every year, PAPU Day is 

celebrated on 18th January each year with a distinct theme approved by the Plenipotentiary Conference. This 

year’s theme, namely: “The Post: A veritable partner for financial inclusion and regional integration”, 

appropriately captures the reality of today’s information society.  

This is in recognition of the great potential and abundant possibilities for postal services to significantly contribute 

to financial inclusion and regional integration. Leveraging on a global network with a grass-roots outreach, the 

postal sector is called upon to play a pivotal role as a catalyst of inclusive socioeconomic development. 

On the international and continental fronts, the Post embraces this theme with passion, in line with PAPU’s Vision, 

Mission and Strategic Objectives. As noted during the High-Level Forum yesterday, on the one hand, regional 

integration takes us back into history. Indeed, since 1963, the quest for African Unity has been inspired by the 

spirit of Pan Africanism, driven by a strong desire for liberation, as well as political and economic independence.  

It is motivated by development based on self-reliance and self-determination of African people, all of which are 

anchored in democratic and people-centered governance. This entails accelerating progress towards continental 

unity and integration for sustained growth in trading of goods and services, as well as free movement of people 

and capital. In this regard, I am proud to observe that the Post is one of the best equipped facilitators of such 

interactions, especially with the birth of the African Continental Free Trade Area. 

On this note, it will be appreciated that the post directly contributes to Aspiration 2 of the African Union’s Agenda 

2063 “The Africa we want”, which is seeking to achieve: “An integrated, politically united continent, based on the 

ideals of Pan-Africanism and the vision of Africa’s Renaissance.”  

On the other hand, financial inclusion leads us to delve into the UN SDGs and AU Agenda 2063; both of which 

show that socioeconomic inclusion and innovation are the key focus of government development agenda 

nowadays. The ultimate goal is to provide individuals and businesses with access to useful and affordable 

financial products and services that meet their evolving needs in the form of transactions such as payments, 

savings, credit and insurance, delivered in a responsible and sustainable manner. 
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As you are aware, access to a transaction account is a first step towards broader financial inclusion, since it 

allows people to keep money, as well as send and receive payments to support household needs in the areas of 

education, health, etc…, and support the activities of SMMEs.  

Ultimately, member countries of PAPU and the UPU are committed to the development of a strong and 

competitive physical, electronic and financial postal network which is inclusive, innovative and integrative. This 

calls for Governments to play a central role and take deliberate measures to support postal development 

programmes. The overriding aim being to build the capabilities of the Post by equipping it with modern facilities 

and infrastructure, as well as the skills needed to contribute effectively towards inclusive socioeconomic 

development across the continent. 

Conscious of the necessity for PAPU Member States to better meet the growing and changing needs of 

customers, the General Secretariat – in conjunction with the Universal Postal Union – is pursuing the Operational 

Readiness for E-commerce Project to ensure that designated postal operators in Africa are equipped with the 

necessary knowledge and skills to deliver e-commerce business. 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

On behalf of PAPU Member States, I would like to seize this moment to congratulate the organizations that are 

exhibiting their products and services as part of this anniversary celebration. To the National Organizing 

Committee and PAPU staff members who have been working tirelessly to ensure the success of this event, I 

would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to each and every one of you! 

Your Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

As I conclude my remarks, it is my singular pleasure, once again, to thank you all wholeheartedly for joining us 

from far and near to commemorate our Union’s 40th Anniversary. I wish you all a great celebration. 

Happy Anniversary to PAPU! 

Long live the Pan African Postal Union!  

Long live the African postal Fraternity! 

Merci beaucoup! 

 (!shukraan jazilaan) شكرا جزيال !

Muito obrigado ! 

Asante sana !  

Thank you very much for your kind attention! 


